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Dammed 
Reports from the global village

Are you from Amsterdam?
I’m from Zwolle, 100km from 
here. I came to Amsterdam a 
few years ago, for work. I work in 
healthcare, as a ‘brother’. That’s 
the job title. I care for people sick 
with Korsakov Syndrome. 
What is Korsakov Syndrome?
They’re people who drank their 
whole lives and who have alcohol 
dementia. They’re not dying, but 
they can’t be rehabilitated and 
they live in a retirement home. 
They tend to sleep all day. I care 
for them for the rest of their days.
You sound like a very caring 
person. What about your dog, 
where did she come from?
It’s a sad story. I had a colleague 
with elderly parents, whose dog 
had a puppy. But they were 
getting old and they moved to a 
retirement home where they only 
accepted one dog, so this one 
had to go to live with the neigh-
bours. They had big dogs; she 
was bullied, very unhappy and 
scared of them. So I took her in – 
I live alone, in a small apartment, 
and she’s a great companion.
Did you have dogs as a kid?
Yes, my parents also have dogs 
– this same type of small, nice 
dog like Jack Russells – so I was 
raised with animals.
What is her name?
Fleur, like in Dutch, we have a 
saying: Fleur op! It means some-
thing like ‘cheer up’. 
How old is she?
She’s almost three years old. 
She’s very nice to everyone.
Do you want to give a mes-
sage to someone you love?
I want to say hello to my family 
and especially to my friend Kim. 
She’s an old friend from school 
who has two-year-old twins – 
daughters that she raises on her 
own. It’s not always easy. 
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 5 Oliebollen
(263 Kcal/100g): 
go on, have a ball

4 Chocolate 
letters (458 

Kcal/100g): talk 
about capital gains

3 Marzipan 
(465 Kcal/
100g): like 

icing, but gross   

2Speculaas
(480 Kcal/
100g): 
spread thinly 

1Peper-
noten (489 
Kcal/
100g): 

who knew the 
moreish but 
bone dry morsels 
would come fi rst 

Holiday gift certifi cates are 
available at this time of year 
for all the good brothels in 
town. 

I’ll be dammed
Clenn Heetebrij, 26
Walking his dog in Vondelpark

OVERHEARD ‘I don’t mind the blacking up and all that. It’s just Sint’s paedo-beard.’  Man at Sint parade in Dam Square

Top 5 fat-rich 
holiday treats‘This scarf is a very fake 

Louis Vuitton. I love 
designer labels, but they’re 
too expensive – and I have 
a mortgage.’
On the dog’s pink collar 
stone: ‘I was looking for 
something special for her 
collar and I found this pink 
quartz stone in a jewellery 
store. It has her name 
and my phone number 
engraved in the back. 
I love to spoil her.’

Lies to tell to tourists




