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Dammed

I’llbe dammed

Paul Tames

van den Berg, 66
Dropping off recycling on Keiz-
ersgracht and Hartenstraat

Why the basket?

| use it to bring all my old paper
to the recycling bin around the
corner. It's quite a job because
life makes us throw away a lot

of paper. We use so much of it. |
just got the weekend newspaper
and there’s so much useless
bullshit in it.

What about reading it online?

| use my computer exclusively for
writing and emailing. | hate sitting
behind my computer and reading
books. I'm not of that generation;
| can’t get used to it. | like to have
the paper in my hand, just like |
like to have a book in my hand. |
like the smell of paper.

So, no e-readers either?

No! | despise them. | have a big li-
brary at home —too big. | have nice
bookshelves everywhere. I'm an
architect, so | built them myself.
Any buildings you designed in
Amsterdam?

There are only two surviving: a
lady’s fashion store on PC Hooft-
straat called Mark Cain and an
[talian tile shop. | did design three
major restaurants back in the day,
but they were all completely torn
down. According to the leading
culinary critic, they were much too
ahead of their time. People don’t
like that; they tend to be very
conservative, even in Amsterdam.
One still exists on Leliegracht,

a French restaurant — the owner
wanted a Michelin star and Miche-
lin is very conservative, so he
adapted the interior to the tastes
of the Michelin jurors.

Are you still working?

I’'m retired, but | still do little jobs,
designs for my friends and neigh-
bours, and | teach at the Rijks-
akademie. Why don’t you come
up, I'll show you my designs?

Photography and interview by
Marie-Charlotte Pezé

that’s why you’re so stylish.
Ha, | don’t think I'm so stylish.
| sort of fell into the theatre at
some point and did some set
design. The companies

| worked for mostly were
specialised in contemporary
Dutch plays. Everything

| did was world premiere.
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Top 5 scams

iin the past
en years)
5 OV-chipkaart

hacking, earlier
this year

Backpacker

‘lost everything’
scam, ongoing at
Central Station

Craigslist

Vondelstraat

apartment
scam (300m2
for €4007?)

Diamond
heist at
Schiphol

in 2005
(est. €86.3 million)

1991

Van Gogh
Museum
painting
theft (est.
€365.5 million)

Lies to tell to tourists

Bitterballen is what you call
a man’s most intimate parts
in Dutch.

OVERHEARD ¢ frickin’ love Dutch food - no idea what people are talking about.’ Guy eating a falafel wrap in MAOZ.
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